BRITT–TAYLOR-HOWELL Cemetery

Royce Taylor Farm, Parker’s Ferry Road, Como, NC


QUESTION: 
Who is buried in the unmarked graves on the back row?  
From left to right, with date of death in parentheses, there are 8 graves, 3 of which are marked:
1. ADULT

2. ADULT

3. CHILD

4. CHILD 
5. ADULT – Cyrus W. HOWELL (27 Jan 1886)

6. ADULT

7. ADULT – Nancy E. BRITT GATLING HOWELL (01 June 1894)

8. ADULT – Thomas Edwin HOWELL, son of Charles Delworth HOWELL (1925)

FACTS: 
· One unmarked child grave belongs to Richard C. HOWELL, who died in 1882.  He was son of Cyrus William HOWELL, according to my father Cyrus Douglas HOWELL who recalled going with his father Jake Liles HOWELL, son of Cyrus W., to this cemetery to care for the graves of Jake’s father and young brother.
· The oldest marked graves in the cemetery are those of John TAYLOR & his wife Elizabeth BRITT, both buried in 1881.
· Nancy E. BRITT married Lewis GATLING in the early 1830s.  He died around 1839 and she then married Edwin HOWELL.

· Elizabeth was 1st cousin to Nancy; their fathers, Jesse & John BRITT, respectively, were brothers, sons of Nathan BRITT (of Southampton County, VA) who acquired land in the Maneys Neck area.
· The land the cemetery is on eventually became that of Elizabeth & John; it was later passed to their son Richard Jordan TAYLOR.
· Richard J. married his 2nd cousin, Missouri Thomas BRITT, in 1871.
· Missouri ‘s father, Clifton Liles BRITT, was brother to Nancy, their father being John BRITT. Thus Missouri was 2nd cousin to the sons of Nancy & Edwin.
POSSIBILITIES for the 2nd Unmarked CHILD Grave:
· Urius HOWELL (1860 – ca 1861, if he died as a child)

· Unknown child HOWELL (ca 1889 – ca 1892, child of Charles & Lorena, if s/he died as a child [1900 census: Lorena had 7 children of which 6 were living.]

POSSIBILITIES for the 3 Unmarked ADULT Graves:
· Urius HOWELL (ca 1862 - ?, if he died as an adult)
· Edwin HOWELL (1871)
· Charles Delworth HOWELL (1894)
· Susanna MARCH(?) HOWELL (1865)
POSSIBILITIES that I’ve RULED OUT:
· Lewis GATLING, Nancy’s 1st husband (ca 1839)
· John GATLING, son of Lewis & Nancy (1851 – ?)
· Son #2 GATLING, son of Lewis & Nancy (ca 1839 – 1842, if he died as a child)
· Son #2 GATLING, son of Lewis & Nancy (ca 1843 – 1850, if he died as an adult)
· Nancy GATLING HOWELL, daughter of Lewis & Nancy (1877)
· Mary “Molly” GATLING JOYNER, daughter of Lewis & Nancy (> 1881)
FACTS: 
· Lewis GATLING had died by time of the 1840 census; Nancy was listed as head of household with 2 boys and 2 girls, in the area that is now called Maneys Neck Township.
· Only 1 of Lewis & Nancy’s 4 children was living in her mother’s household in the 1850 census (Mary, age 14); the rest were elsewhere, or had died. 
· In 1850 census, 
a. John GATLING was living in the household of Abram RIDDICK; John’s age (15) fits that of a son born between 1830 and 1835.  I have yet to research him further.
b. There was not another male with last name GATLING in Maney’s Neck, whose age fits a son born between 1835 and 1840.  I have yet to research him further.
c. I have not found Nancy GATLING in this census yet; she married Robert HOWELL (brother to Edwin) ca 1853 and died at Newsoms Depot, Southampton County, VA, in 1877.
· In 1867, Mary “Molly” GATLING married Baker JOYNER; she died after Sept. 1881 and was buried with his family at the old Trinity Methodist Church, near Berlin in Southampton Co. VA.
· In 1881 Cyrus W. bought the rights to the homeplace “Egypt” (excepting his mother’s right of dower), from the GATLING daughters (Molly JOYNER & Nancy HOWELL); there was no mention of the 2 sons in either of the deeds.
· Susanna MARCH(?) HOWELL, mother of Edwin, died in 1865; she was not a relative of the BRITTS, on whose land the cemetery was created.
MY THEORY:  
· Lewis is not buried there – he died at a relatively young age (ca 33) and could easily have been buried in a GATLING cemetery elsewhere. If he had been buried here, another 25-30 years elapsed before another person was buried there.  Thus it seems this cemetery was not an option at the time of Lewis’s death.
· Susanna was probably buried with her husband, perhaps on their farm in Southampton Co., or on the land now known as the Jane HOWELL place in the Big Woods.  (Jane later became the widow of Lam HOWELL, son of Susanna & brother to Edwin).  Susanna was living there with her widowed son Robert and unmarried son Lemuel in 1850. There doesn’t seem to be a compelling reason why the BRITTs would start a cemetery just for her.

· Others could have been buried in the now unmarked graves – there is room on the back row and some of the other rows; however, no other name with a strong case for being buried there comes to mind.
· John & Elizabeth TAYLOR, the owners of this land at the time of Lewis’s death, would not be buried there themselves until 1881, over 40 years after Lewis died.  It seems plausible, given the close family ties of the BRITTs and HOWELLs, that when Edwin died in 1871, John & Elizabeth set aside land for a family cemetery and told  Nancy to bury Edwin there.  In fact, Edwin & Nancy’s son Urius may have died and been buried there just prior to Edwin.  [The 1870 census would really help with dating his death – if only the family could be found in it!]
· So the back row seems to have been set aside for HOWELLs, specifically, for  Edwin & Nancy and their family.  In the end, their 3 sons who died as young adults would be buried there along with 3 children by 2 of these sons.  Only 2 of these burials would have occurred before the owners John & Elizabeth TAYLOR died and were interred there.
· The HOWELLs were most likely buried in the order that they died:

1) ADULT – Urius HOWELL (ca 1862 – 1879) or  Edwin HOWELL (1871) 
2) ADULT – Urius HOWELL (ca 1862 – 1879) or  Edwin HOWELL (1871) 
3) CHILD – Richard C. HOWELL (1882)
4) CHILD – Unnamed child of Charles & Lorena HOWELL (ca 1889 – 1892)
5) ADULT – Cyrus W. HOWELL (27 Jan 1886)

6) ADULT – Charles D. HOWELL (1894)
7) ADULT – Nancy BRITT GATLING HOWELL (01 June 1894)

8) ADULT – Thomas Edwin HOWELL (1925)
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